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A N apology for addrefling You, thou gh 
unknown is unneceſſary, becauſe You have 
ſubmitted your caſe to the Public ; and of 
courſe every perſon who pleaſes claims a right 


of giving you an anſwer: for as to the bar you - 


: plead at the cloſe of your pamphlet, it cannot 
be admitted till You make it appear You'have 
the ſole and excluſive privilege of talking as 
much as You pleaſe, and as You pleaſe, and 
then to filence' the yoice ot the Public at 
: un. 83 Es 
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* Vou our pemphlet however 1 | ſhould never 
have read, had I not been decoyed in a man- 


Mr T © 


ner by the title page; A Juſtification of the 
« Tenets of the Roman Catholic Religion,” 


publiſhed ip a Proteſtant Country, nay, in 
the very teeth of a Proteſtant Public, carried 


with it ſomething ſo ſingularly bold, not to 


employ a harſher expreffion, that I concluded 


your great learning and abilities had ſtruck 


out ſomething new and ſupported by irrefragi- 


ble arguments, in defence of opinions and 
tenets in thęmſelves odious, repeatedly ex- 


amined and confuted by proteſtants, to the 
lence and confuſion of their authors and 


abettors. On the peruſal I found myſelf 


miſerably deceived by a long, deſultory, and 
miſerable harangue, unimportant unleſs: You 
concejved i it would give You importance, and, 
in my humble opinion, extremely injndicious. 
To anſwer ſo voluminous a production page 
by page, might; be impoſed on a penitent in 
form of penance to compenſate enormity gf 
| guilt ; but as I have neither robbed nor mur- 
thered, I ſhall reſign the taſk ps better adpp-" 
tell 19 Eat rien Daves Thers are. bonne 


- ; 1 


_ — — 
—_— © 


DR „ BUTLEYM | 5 
fo many exceptionable articles floating on the 
ſtream of your eloquence that I could not 
refrain collecting a few; and preſenting You 
with them together with ſome ani wadverſione, 
* which probably may tend to a more circum- 

| ſpect regulation of your future conduct. 


rn 


One of the principal deſigns in your pub- 
lication, if I underſtand your arguments ana 
\ reaſoning, is to claim merit as 2 good and 
0 obedient” ſubject though 2 roman catholic 
= prieſt, and a titular hiſhop of the province 
of Munſter, in Ireland ; and this reſts on 
your having with aher ubleribed, the * 
of N 7 


3 But, Sir, You will give me leave to inform 
You, that though You ſubſcribe the oath of 
Allegiance, You cannot be a good ſubject in 
the eye of the law, nor in the judgment f 
day conſiderate perſon. You may be a ſub- 
ject at whom government may wink, whom 
it may ſuffer, whom it may not ppiſh ; but 


# 
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_ You cannot be a G00 ſubject; the moſt 
Vou can attain to in your ſituation is being 
good by halves. In all ſocieties the govern- 
x ing power is the maſter; and every individual 


of that ſociety i is the ſervant to that power, or 


maſter ; and- You, particularly, are not to be 


informed, that he who doth not the will of 


his maſter, though he be not beaten with 


many ſtripes, yet cannot be acc6unted a good 


ſervant. That You do not complyqwith- the 
will of government though You ſi ubſcribe the 
oath of Allegiance, is now to be conſidered.” 


The government of Great Britain and of 


Ireland require of every ſubject, that he ſhall 
acknowlege the King to be ſupreme in mat- 
ters civil and eccleſiaſtical. By the oath of 
Allegiance he is acknowleged ſupreme in civil 
matters only. 80 that to be in REALITY 
the G0 ſubje&t You: would appear, You 
muſt make an acknowlegement, unfeignedly, 
that he is alſo ſupreme in all matters eccleſi- 
aſtical. Till Vou mentally comply with this 
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A But, Sir, few BE give me leave to ſtate 
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TACIT requiſition; and publicly when: cal 
led upon for that N Jou cannot be 


| deemed a GooD * eb. den, 


* 
2 


to Vou, that by your ACT10Ns You are not 
merely negatively not a Goop ſubject, but 
poſitively a BAD one. No public titles or 
offices, civil or eccleſiaſtical, in Great Britain 


or Irelggd, can be created or aſſumed - but 


under ſanction of government. You have 
aſſumed the title and office of a biſhop in 
Ireland. ' You not only permit yourſelf to be 
ſo addreſſed and conſidered without reluc- 


tance, but by your own conſent, in your own 


publication; and as ſuch You act. I beg 
leave to aſk You, Who created You a biſhop 
in Ircland ? In the liſt of Iriſh biſhops Ido not 
reconnoitre your name, which, had You been | 
LEGALLY appointed I certainly ſhould. You 


. are then appointed by ſome other Power; on 


the ſtrength of which You aſſume the title 0 


and office, not in obedience to, but in con- 
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tempt of, the legal government of that king- 
dem. Thus, in the moment yok contenip-< 


tuouſly deſpiſe government, and ſeditioufly 
countera its will, You have the unbluſhing 


modeſty to plead your merit as a 600» fbb- 


je : trampling at the fame inſtant on that 


which You confider as the law of God, the 


injunction of the apoſtle, which enjoins You, 


to ſubmit yourſelf to every ordinanee of 


* min for the Lord's fake, whether 16 the 
66 _ 48 . — 


Your act im accepting this titwlar biſhop. 
ric ; glorying in it as You do, by expoſing to 
public view your addreſs ander that title; and 
acting under the ſame as a biſnop; make V ou 
guilty of a High miſdemeanor: for you place 
a ſupieme over tlie head of the King who, 
under God, is alone ſupreme ; and wick your 
air y, viſionary title which cannot fit the head 


of a man of ſenſe, You N eee 


TER and _— the lows: 
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Were not the folly of mankind extended, 
as experience evinces, beyond the limits of 
eredibility, one would wonder where men 


ſhould be found to be converted 8 into ſuch 


dupes; but pride and ambition are powerful 
ſprings to human actions; and thoſe wha 


have falſe judgments may conceive falſe titles 


to be better than none: and though the emo- 
luments ariſing from ſuch a titular craft may 8 
not be very great, yet a queſtion may ariſe, 


How the poſſeſſor by any other craft could 


make ſo much of his time, as by a deliberate 
and determined reſiſtance to the lenity of that 
government by which he is protected? 


But I am concerned, Sir, to inform You, | 
that even your ſincerity in taking the oath of. 
Allegiance comes in a very queſtionable ſhape. 
And though there were all the merit attached 


to it which You ſeem to claim, and which 1 


hy no means diſeover, yet the form, the man- 


ner, the preparati ves to ſwallowing that doſe 


indicate diſguſt by the antecedent heſitation 
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and doubt. You are not to conſider me in 


this caſe the impeacher, it is Vou who im- 


peach yourſelf, and I ſum up the evidence; 


or rather, it is your imprudence that has 


impeached You: for though A BISH :o, You 


appear not altogether fo wiſe as the ſerpent, 


though as HARMLESS as the dove. 


The oath of Allegiance was to be taken ; 


the alternative, the loſs of your titular bi- 


ſhopric, and you muſt decamp from Ireland. 
Conſcience in one ſcale, and ambition in the 
other, kept the balance at an equipoiſe. It 
is a matter of conſcience; Who ſhall decide 
it? Scripture and reaſon tell us, that a matter 
of conſcience can no where be ſo properly 

decided as in a court of conſcience which every 

man holds within himſelf, becauſe, ** if our 


ec conſcience condemn us not, then have we 


« confidence.” But You determined other- 
wiſe, and no doubt you had your reaſons ; 
you diſcarded the ſacred, and applied to 


human, oracles, The caſe in which your 
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conſcience was contained is diſpatched in a 


packet to the reverend Fathers of the Sor- . 


bonne, that thoſe reverend gentry with their 
plaſtic hands might mould your conſcience to 
the oath of Allegiance ; or, if this exceeded 
their art, then with the ſkilful ſheers of 
equivocation, to cut the oath of allegiance to 


fit your conſcience. £2 1158 


One would have imagined that to have 


conſulted at the ſhrine of fo reſpectable an | 
oracle as the Sorbonne, or modern Delphi, 
would have been ſufficient for the occaſion ; 


but your doubts were not only gloomy but 


weighty, and not to be diſpelled or removed 


by the aid of one oracular reſponſe, though 
the oracle were of ever ſo high eſtimation. 
The cafe with conſcience mult travel again 


embalmed in PURE Latin to the cardinal 


Protector of Ireland, as Vou ſtile him, and I 
thank you for this piece of intelligence. His 
. or his highneſs, or his eminence, 


for I have to beg that both He and You will 
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excuſe me in the appendages of his addreſs 


ſhould I give them improperly, was at Rome; 


but no diſtance was ever deemed too great 


| When an oracle was to be conſulted : and 


your petition was accordingly preſented at 


the ſhrine of the cardinal, ay, the cardinal 


Protector of Ireland. Thus the cardinal 
Protector of Ireland, has alſo the honour of 


being cardinal Protector of your conſcience ; 


or, ſhould this diſpleaſe you, he ſhall be 
dubbed maſter of the ceremonies, b y your 
appointment, to the oath of Allegiance, that 
it may be introduced in all due form and 
etiquette to your ceremonious conſcience. | 


You ſee, Sir, it is not I who impeach 
but yourſelf and your own: imprudence. Here 
is heſitation and doubt ; and where can a 

a cheerful compliance, and that fincerity you 
boaſt, find a place amidft ſuch doubt and 
heſitation ? Where neither of theſe exiſt, the 


party goes directly forward in the buſineſs 


DR E _BUT:LiE , 15 
but you who are waveting and uncertain paſs 
to left and right for aſſiſtance, and. council, 
and to ſhackle your cbnſcience with the 

opinions of other men. If you had not been 
doubtful in yourſelf, you wodld nbt have 
fought the council of others; it was therefore 
2 queſtion with You, whether or not you 
ought to take the oath of Allegiance 3 and 
yet you aſſume merit from taking. it with 
alacrity | Suppoſe, Sir, the oracle at Sor- 
bonne, and the oracle at Rome; had given this 
anſwer : You cannot with a fafe conſcience, 
and therefore You ought not to take the oath 
of Allegiance. In fuch caſe; I prefume; all 

your boaſted merit would have been bemired. 
\ You ought then in juſtice to give the merit 
where it is due; your oracles claim it, — 5 
You: as to yourſelf You are nothing more 
than a mere machine, or inſttument in this 
buſineſs; and as ſuch, I fee no reafon why | 
another reſponſe from the fame- quarters, 
whenever caprice ſhall fo order it, may not 
turn You the contrary way. For I wt not 


14 KAnn 
ſuppoſe you to prevaricate, by aſſerting You 
had an opinion of your own which you would 
have perſiſted in whatever might have been 
the determination of the oracles ; becauſe this 
would have been making the College of Sor- 
bonne, and the cardinal Protector of Ireland, 
the bubbles of) your diſſimulation: and if this 


be not ſo, then it is They who touch the 
wires, and You who dance. 


Perſuaded as I am of treading on tender 
ground ſo long as I move in the regions of 
conſcience, yet I cannot relinquiſh the ſubject 
without ſuggeſting to you, that circumſtanced 
as You are, You might very reaſonably have 
had your doubts in taking the oath of Allegi- 
ance, even though ſupported in ſo doing by 
your oracles at Sorbonne, and at Rome. Is 
there not a clauſe in that oath of Allegiance 
tantamount to this, for I have not your pub- 
lication by me, That You will not be abetting 
to any perſon who ſhall attempt, nor will You 
yourſelf attempt, any thing againſt the perfor 
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of the King, his crown, or dignity ? May 1 
then aſk you, Sir, When You permitted a 
foreign power, or indeed any other power 
than the King's, to create You a biſhop in 
Ireland, and hen you ſo accepted that office, 
and acted in it are You, or are Vou not 
guilty of abetting another perſon in making an | 
attempt, and of making yourſelf an attempt, 
againſt the King's crown and dignity ? You 
ſomewhere talk of mental reſervation which 
might be aſſumed by your inferior prieſts, and 
it ſhould ſeem this ftratagem is not to be 
confined to them alone, for, in your ſituation, 

I ſhould as ſoon have thought of ſwallowing. 
the kingdom of Ireland, as that oath. But 
whatever oath you take principall y concerhs 
yourſelf, though it may remind us of a paſſage 
we read when {chool-boys, Timeo Dau 1 
dona ferentes. 


May I take the Liberty to aſk you, Sir, as 
it is a circumſtance quite novel to me, Who 
conſtituted the n Protector kf Iceland ? 
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I had always concluded, and you will EY 
my ignorance, that the King's Majeſty, under 


” 


| God, was the Protector of Ireland, and that 


it was included in his title of ſupremacy. 


Who, Sir, was in the conſpiracy ta rob him 


of this part of his title; for as to You, Sir, 
yau ſeem only the abettar, in addrefling him 


by that title: the cardinal it is true is the 


thief who runs off with it, but where is he 
who ſtole it, and then gave it to the cardinal ? 
Fhis.myſterious juggle lies between the cardi- 
nal and You ; and I think it is to be explained 


with the Protectorſhip of Ireland, to which 
he has as good a title as You to be a biſhop 
of Ireland; and the cardinal in return com- 


pliments you with a biſhopric in Ireland, to 


which your title is as good as his to the 
Prote&torſhip. On my word, gentlemen, 


though you are two grave, yet are ye two 
very- facetious fellows t---but there is a ſeaſon 
when prudent men "ſhould prep tam 


* and lay them afideese. tin 125 


— 
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But there is ſomething worſe in this than 
a fooliſh and childiſh ſport. You either are, 
or are not a biſhop. of Ireland ; if you are a 


legal biſhop, why do. You not enjoy the 


8 crholuments pertaining to your legal biſbopric, 


and enforce the laws againſt thoſe who reſiſt 
vou? Or ſhall we impute this moderation to 
Vour cletneney? If Vou are not a legal biſhop 


of Ireland, then Vou have aſſumed a forged 


character, a grave character as it ſhould ſeem; 
yet not ſatisfied with the fraud, You publiſh 
and fink into ridieule, and drag your com- 
panion, his highneſs the Protector along with 


You. | Whatever this language might be to 


another, it cannot be ſevere when applied to 
A ou, who, while You would thruſt yourſelf 


forward as a good ſubject, ſeditiouſly'ſpurn at 
government, and, in that which You: con- : 
ceive to be the moſt” important province in 

government, I mean the eccleſiaſtical, Vu 


filch from the crown a part of its ſupreme 
power; convey it into other hands from 
thoſe hands take out ond n enliſt 
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under the banner of a foreign prince. Thus 


opportunity may offer, in favour of that fo- 


will at any time retract what I have here 
advanced that may favour of ſeverity, ahd ow 


Third, King of Great Britain and Ireland, 
[46:3 ſupreme over all perſons whatſoever in 
* all matters eccleſiaſtical as well as civil 
0 within the realms of Great Britain and 
5 « Ireland. „ Till You comply with this, 
affect not to amuſe us with your ſpecious 
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enliſted, dare You decline, even againſt your 


reign prince and his pretended ſupremacy? | 


To ſet this matter on its proper footing, 1 7 


Profeſſed and ſubſeribed, That George the 


goodueſy as a ſubject, left ſome ſhould ſuſpect 
n are e ee from n of a fair 


as — Ce 
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civil and eccleſiaſtical; and under the ſanction 


of one or both all offices iel and eceleſiaſtical 
are eſtabliſhed, and offices to them appointed. 


Whoever therefore mints to an office, the 
Powers aforementioned alone excepted, acts 
contrary to law; and he who accepts of a 
public office by ſuch appointment, acts con- 

trary to law; and whoeyer creates a new | 


office. 1 in the ſtate, acts contrary to law ;. and 


whoever. is aiding, aſſiſting, or abetting in 


any of the abovementioned crimes, cannot. be 


innocent. Theſe are bold truths, and will 
look, guilt out of countenance. I aſk Yau, 
Sir, Who made the cardinal Protector of Ire- 
land; who is conſenting and abetting to his 
having that title by addreſſing him under that 


title; Who ereated You a biſhop of Ireland; 
and under What right do Vou preſume to 


aſſume that character, and to act in ĩt? Theſe 


queſtions are put not to diſconcert, but to 
give Vou an opportunity, as You would be 


- thought a good ſubject, of exculpating.your- 
| Elf:from —_ in direct oppolition. to the 
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. laws of that land i in which You live, and i by | 
which You are protected, 


You PLE out the fignal of diſtreſs for 
that part of Ireland where You reſide, giving 


us to underſtand, that were it not for your 


labours, and the labours of thoſe who ſerve 
under You, ſo great is the neglect of proteftant 
teachers, that the people would be deſtitute 
of all religious worſhip. This picture i is your 
own, You have drawn the ſketch, rubbed in 

the dead colouring, and touched upon that with 


a few finiſhing ſtrokes, ſuch as your genius 
or abilities might prompt. I do not ſay there 


is no reſemblance, or that the repreſentation 


has not ſome truth. But this I may venture 
to aſſert from your own aceount, and from 
| your pathetic remonſtrance of your labours in 
the ſervice, that even y 0UR endeavours have 
been- unſucceſsful, and piety's labour has 
been loſt: for yaur religious clients have 


either profited too much, or toq little, from 
the unwearied {eflons beſtowed on Wei in- 


» 
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ſtruction: and methinks if Vou left theſe 


. ungrateful raſcals, You would do yourſelf, 
and them, and the public, fo notable an act 
of juſtice as might defervedl 4 merit com- 
mendafion, * : 7 
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It may poſſibly * in Ae as in | matri-· 
mony, where it is better to poſſeſs no wife 
at all, than a very bad one. You; Sir, are a 
caſuiſt and can determine this point. For 


- though You are not licenſed to marry, You 


can pathetically lament the deprivation of 


the comforts of that ſtate in behalf of yourſelf 


and fraternity, with as much feeling as though 
You had really enjoyed them, or were infpired 


to breathe them ; by the like inſpiration You 
may be enabled to decide the above caſe. * 
know not how the matter ftands in Ireland 45 
in England the religion Vou profeſs is conſi- 
dered as no religion, or, to expreſs myſelf 


more properly, it is worſe than no religion; 


it is not only forbid to be taught, but to be 
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that in the eye of the law, it were preferable 
to have no religion, than that religion. All 
other religions are tolerated ; THAT is abſo- 
lately ſuppreſſed. As theſe are the ſentiments 
of King and People of England, and the King 
of England being alſo King of Ireland, it 
might not be taken amiſs if Vou and your 
fraternity of Prieſts were to recede in peace, 
and diſclaiming this obſtinate obtruſion, leave 
the article of religion to thoſe who are at leaſt 
equally well qualified with yourſelves to pro- 
mote it; and who have the ſanction of Li 


vernment for that purpoſe. 


But as to this neglect of tebginas haty, 


Why - ſhould: you ſpeak. of it-as particularly. 
ſtriking in Ireland? the complaint is general 


in all the eſtabliſhed religions, whether in 
roman catholic countries, or in proteſtant 
nations; the like ſpirit of indifference, neg- 


kk, and ſlothful indolence ſeems to have 
pervaded to all denominations of prieſts offici- 


ating in the eſtabliſhed religion of the country 


— 
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Reading ſome years. ſince the two large folie 7 
volumes (my patience aſtoniſhes me ), of the | 
works of a celebrated Italian preacher whom 
you poſſibly may know by the name of I 
Padre Paoli Segneri the title of which book 

is * Criftiano Struits, I remember a 
paſſage wherein he ſays to the beſt of my 
recolletion;- That he went an hundred miles 


through the villages, (of Italy) and which of 


courſe muſt be in a manner under the hoſs f 1 


his Holineſs, without meeting with a ſingle 


pariſh-prieſt who was able to fed. It forms ® - | 
they had all learat the ſervice by rote, al! | 
being in latin, they underſtood what they | A 
faid juſt as well as did the mules they rode, | {| 
or the congregation to whom they repeated it. = 


duch prayer, of which they were not often 
participants, muſt be efficacious, beeauſe fer- 


1 „ { 3 
vent and from the heurt! But fuch neglectt 1 


and indifference to theſs miſcrible flocks, is 
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known, unleſs it be to keep them in igno⸗ 
rance of what they pray for, and to whom 
they direct their prayers ? If they prayed in a 
vulgar tongue, occaſionally a man though 
unlearned, but endowed with a good natural 


underſtanding, might have ſome doubts 
touching the deities he worſhipped, and their 


number; and ſuch ſcruples might not ſo 


eaſily be ſatisfied :, but when men pray in a 


language unknown to them, they neither 


know what they pray for, nor whom they 
addreſs; and thus become orthodox. ohuiſtians 
in deſpite 0 of their „ 


F 
i414 


541 is not however my ks; to preach. 


To return therefore to the ſubject, neglect of 


duty ; nothing | leſs than the goodneſs of your 
own heart; and an unfeigned ſimplicity un- 
corrupted by a knowledge of the world, could 


have induced You to imagine there was any 


thing extraordinary in ſuch neglect and indif- 
ference. If we contemplate ſolely the mag- 


| nitude of the object, it might excite admiration 


* 


DR. J. BUTLER * 3 
| that ſuch neglect ſhould ever be ꝓrevalent ; 
but if we look ever little into the corrupt 

Kate of ſo pure an inftitution as chriſtianity, : 
| all ground for admiration is done away. This, | 
Sir, was the abſervation of a friend of mine, 
who proceeded thus: The profeſſion, gene- = 
rally ſpeaking, is now taken up with a view  ' % 
to gain throughout Europe, for the prieſts | 
| have by degrees fo well increaſed the revenues 
of the church, which originally ſupplied them 

only with a very fimple and moderate man 

tenance, that the prieſthood is become a lu- | 
crative trade. The whole conſidered, no man | 

can provide for ſon fo well, and at ſo cheap 
a a rate, as by placing him in the church, and 5 
there, without abilities and without induſtry a 5 
be may live in indolence, and plenty; . 
theſe conſiderations the ſtripling generally x 
enlifts in the ſervice: and partly from hence 

are derived neglect of duty, and the various 
abuſes of the office" ſo prevalent at this day. 


\  Plugalities' on the one hand, and immenſe 


„ 1 n TO 
on the other, where ſlothful indolence has 
eſtabliſhed her drowſy throne, are evidence to 
every one who can and will ſee, that your 
boaſted religion is converted into a merchan- 
dize, the prieſts the traders and retailers, and 
who, as in all other trades, will give you the 
leaſt of the commodity for the moſt money 
they can get. This practice, and this maxim 
are well eſtabliſhed in every national church 
in Europe. The prieſts and biſhops towards 
the concluſion of the firſt century, and the 
beginning of the ſęcond, both in the eaſtern 
and weſtern churches, brooded over and reared 
this ſpirit, which in proceſs of time aſſimi- 
lated with pride, ambition, and power, and 
thus avarice or the thirſt of gain in conjunc- 
tion with ambition, pride, and power attained 
ſtrength and maturity at Rome, whence the 
contagion was ſpread over all chriſtendom. 
And the prieſts, to uſe the expreſſion of 
Iſocrates, obtained ſuch an increaſe of wealth 
and POWER, as they would not at firſt have 
preſumed to | aſk Heaven for: Tear 


DR. . BUTLER. * 


| eurer Thy extant; on "op a evEoudJeu 'TUS' e 
Tporepo) N. des Orat. de Pace. 
II eee ao 8 Gb: 
neglect of duty is no ſubject of-admiration; / 
and; ſeeing the prieſts are ſo indifferent i in what 
relates to religion, and ſo anxious in purſuit Þ | 
of wealth which they have nothing to do with, | 
it is rather matter of ſurprize that the multi- 
tude do not follow the examples of the literati 
of Paris and Rome, where it is computed that 
two thirds of them are deiſts. Wealth, in 
the prieſthood as well as in the laity, is ge- 
. nerally productive of vice and indolence; and 
the more is thrown into; the lap of the prieſt, 
the more time will ſbe loſt in dallianee, to the 
neglect. of more impottant duties; and by 
which neglect, if there be any merit in the 
inſtitution, the public at large muſt ſuffer. 


That government is reduced to the painful | 
neceſſity of almoſt decimating. the:inhabitants' 
by ignominious deaths, may, for ought I | 
know to the contrary, be in a great meaſure 
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imputed to this cauſe, which, if true, calls 
aloud for a remedy, but not from your hands; 
nor for a remedy which You yourſelf inform 
us has been totally ineffectual in the caſe of 
your Right-Boys, who, with all your boaſted 
labours and inſtruction, were certainly in the | 
wrong, and that too in every ſenſe of the 
word; but You and your fraternity muſt have 
your proſelytes as well as the Scribes and 
Phariſces though you pervade to the extremi- 
ties of the earth for them, and when gained, 
they are * no BETTER (You ſee how tenderly 
I ſpeak). than e en 


% * 


Would it not be W pig fituation 
conſidered, to deſiſt from this practice, which 
You well know can prevail and take eſſect 
only among the lower chaſſes of the people 
who are generally very illiterate; for as to 
-the reſt, I truſt they have knowlege ſuffcient 

to put all prietcraſt, of every denoinination, 
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DR. J. B 0 THE R. 25 
at defiance. Their good ſenſe will operate; a6 
the ſetpents of Moſes,” to deyvur the Whole 
brood of Egyptian ſorcery. Bigotry and prieft= 
craft have been detected, exploded, and I truſt 
Vill never be ſaceefsfully practiſed more. The 

prieſts have had their jubilee; cher from 
moderate proviſion and ſtation, they Here 
artfully tiſen to power, wealth, and dighities, 
wholly incompatible with + chriftiah prieſt- 
hood; and by meddling with every thing, but 
whit was teally their duty, they attracted” 
everything within the vortex of tht church, 
and in concluſion governed all. Rapacity | 
btougkt on contention, contention produced 
ſcechiſins ; ſchiſms eſtabliſhed, à conteft for 
power fheceeded) "Whit? üniler the difguife 
of religion and bleeding in the cane of hea - 
ven, inſpired'the manit fo cutting each others 
throats; the petty priefts fourtdet the clation 
of war, their ſupetiors griiped the trariehewn, ” 
and,” in the character of generals, Teck the d. 
luded, bigotted mob 0 battle; while the 
the rainous k prive was tn club the wealth, 
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power, and pride of the prieſt; and at the 
ſame inſtant rivet the n of their own. 


| aver. | | | ; 


Since theſe OR times, MY bas 


gleamed more or leſs in moſt of the hemiſ—- 


pheres of Europe; as that brightens, the 
ſorcery of prieſtcraft will hide its diminiſhed . 
head, and, ſullen, retire from contempt. And 
as moſt things when at the worſt ſtage gene- 


rally begin to mend, we. may live. in the 


earneſt expectation of a holy, not a vicious or 


rapacious prieſthood.; a prieſthood conſonant 


to their character, meck, gentle, humble, not 
thirſting| after dignities, panting after gain, 
nor luſting for powers; characters attended 
with — and | * moſt WS 2 


the effect ſtop Ane hs e of the 
| calamity is great; but it may proceed ſtill 
farther, and influence ſome indiſcreet perſons 


to caſt indifference, not to ſay contempt, on 


the pureſt, moſt holy, and moſt mas 


* 


* 


| 


| Dun N BUTLER - 
religion ever revealed to mankind. Indiſcre- 
tion, I ſay, not reaſon, on contemplating ſuch 

examples, may induce them to think and ex- 
claim with the poet. 


Geftit enim nummum in loculos dimittere, poft doe 
Securus, cadat, an recto flet fabula talb. 


Vou ſeem, Sir, to lament, if not on account 
of yourſelf, yet on behalf of your fraternity in 


Ireland, the paucity of the pittance, and the 


barrenneſs of the ſoil. What has the ſalary or 
the ſoil to do with the work you have under- 


taken, and are engaged in? Vou ſurely read your 


teſtament before Vou was admitted to the prieſt- 
hood; nor were any of you forced into the ſer- 
vice; and having now meat, drink, lodging and 
cloathing, You muſt know You have all that 


isappointed you, or any chriftian prieftof what 


degree ſoever, by any of the four Goſpels. 
It is in the Goſpels we are to look for your 


appointment, and if You will thew me a 
lingle paſſage where more is granted to any 


chriſtian prieſt, biſhop or no biſhop, for it 
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makes no difference, I wil readily. ackiows= 


lege myſelf not to know what I read. Had 
any of the apoſtles, your predeceſſors, more ? 
often not ſo much ; and Paul, who was in- 


defatigable, and, I hope I may fay without 


giving You or your fraternity offence, . was as 


eloquent and as effectual a preacher as any of 


you, ſpeaks of the ingratitude of ſome of his 


converts without repining, and of his diſtreſs 


in conſequence thereof, even though he wark- 
ed at his leiſure hours with his own hands at 
his buſineſs for his ſupport. Have You, Sir, 
ſo read your Teſtament that you need be in- 
formed, that no chriſtian prieſt by the law of 
Chriſt, can claim more than a competency ; 
which competency. is to ariſe from volun- 


| tary contribution. What that competency 


is, the ſame Goſpels will likewiſe inform You, 


| becauſe your habits are to be circumſcribed by 


the precepts there laid down. They contain no 


precepts which enjain expence, high living, 
or luxury; much leſs. in the prieſts; and of 


courſe do not countenance - any prieſt to 
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But the prieſt who has the competency I 
have mentioned, and perſiſts in murmuring, : 
ts as one Wholly ignorant of the condi- 


which his religion, as a prieſt, debars 4 
him from, as the reward of his labours ; and 
does not ap point that competency which 

it allows, as a reward, but as à matter of ne- 

ceſſity; while he is to look for the reward 

itſelf which is promiſed, in another world ; = 
entiouſſy. ee i 57 i100 wort gh 
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As to the different orders or 
You have eſtabliſhed among yo 
particular proviſion is 
human invention, 
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gion is on one and the ferme footing and 
eſtabliſhment, and all on an equality even as 


the apoſtles were, how much ſoever the'de- 
pravity of mankind may have perverted the 


„im, und ſaid, Ve know chat che princes 


A che gentiles exerciſe dominion over them 
an they that are great exerciſe attthority 

© upon chem. But it fall not be fo among 
1 0¹ 3; bat whoſoever will be groat among 
4 you, let Rift be your mini 


Iberer Wl be chief among you, ker him be 
ede Kevatit. BY © Mate. Xx. ae on” 
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n Gir, 1 1 
do avow according to my beſt judgment to 
be the religion of Chriſt, in this matter; and 


from try cofſcienee I u believe, that thoſe 
among Vou who think and att otherwiſe have 


much to anfwer for. The duty of a pricft; 


withotit cohfbunding ourlelehe with" higHet 
ind loweſt; = ir iet e eee 


inflitetivn':——' Bat Jeſus called them onto. 


miniſter: and whůe- 


4 


4 
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ties: for this reaſon, Chriſt meant it ſhould 
be entrufied in the hands of men why to per- 


9 for is fedulouſly ſhould, ot be Sable to, he 


{ corrupted or beguiled by the allure- 
meats of wealth; and the molt. eſficaciaus 


method of accompliſhing this, was to do as 5 
he has done, that is, Nat to give it them. 


Experience has proved, and the truth: is 
daily confirmed, that ta enrich the church is 
bribing its dum guards to undermine chriſti- 
anity; in which, by their manners and con- 
verſation, they have been fo ſucceſaful, that 
the ſmall portion of genuine. chaiſtianity re- 
maining, ſcems principally confined to thoſe 
who have ſupplied themſelves with it from 


its pure fountain, and. not through: the me- 


dium of a prieſt; wha- generally comes into 
the church to make all he can of it, and who 
entered on that ſarvice as the malt. lucrative 
and beneficial mode of life he. could purſue ;- 

and to, whom is juſtly applicable: the expreſ- 


on af Paul when he fays, . Far they that 
b TR Fa N 
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« are ſuch ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
> but their own belly.” From ſuch men 


what is to be expected, but that their thoughts 
will be fixed on things below, and not on 


things above; and that they will ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be ſurpaſſed in their duty even by a 


heathen,” who adviſes attention may be paid 
to things eternal, and not to the buſineſs of 
this ſhort and trifling life? Tempus ef, fays 


Cicero, nos de illa perpetua, non de hac exigua 
vita cogitare. Paul in his charge to the over- 


ſeers of the church, which i in our tranſlation 
are called biſhops, and. to which mankind have 
annexed a ſtrange idea, cautions them parti- 
cularly againſt filthy lucre, and the defire of 
gain or covetouſneſs, 1 Tim. iii. 3.: and 


— 


again, 1 Tim. vi. 8. he expreſſly ſays, And 


te having food and raiment let us be therewith 
content. But they that will be rich fall 
« into temptation, and a ſnare, and into many 
* fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown men 


* in deſtruction and perdition, For the love 
** of money is the root of all evil: which 


* 


A 


k 


A 
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#*-while ſome have coveted after, they have 


l erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves 
* through with many ſorrows. But thou, O 
man of God, flee theſe things and follow 
Ly after "righteouſneſs ; godlineſs, faith, love, 


« patience, meckneſs. Paul had never pre- 
fumed to give this charge, had he not known 
it was the will of Chriſt that no prieſt ſhould 
be enriched by the Goſpel and that it is 
incompatible with a ſacred office to convert 


it into worldly gain. This is truly ſimony, 


as far as that crime can be practiſed at this 
day; it is converting the holy gift of God 
into lucre, and is a violent profanation of things 


moſt ſacred. Some of the primitive over- 
ſeers of the church, ſuch as Polycarp, Igna- 


tius, and Origen have trodden in the ſame path 
with Paul, and repeated the ſame dodtrine; it 


is true, in vain; but why ſhould this be mat- 
ter of ſurprize, when the doctrine of Paul, and 
even that of Chriſt is deſpiſed ; and unleſs 
there be a thorough reform the very heathens 


will put che chriſtian prieſthood to the bluſh? 


— # 
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Every vice, ſays Diodorus Siculus, is to bo 


de define of wealth, which under the diſguiſe 


the ſource of the greateſt, miſchiefs among 


mne. of very many and great 
| e te eee Ant 


Nara. de at paTporOM4s. GUT, ran adam fun 
rende, wa. pry eNete arne hangerui cup hal. 


Eclog. Diod. Sic. Þ> 863. 1 could produce a 


variety of paſſages fram. Iſocrates, Socrates, 


and other ancient oracles of wiſdom to the 


lame purpoſe; but the chriſtian prieſthood 
confirm me in my opinion by their actions, that 


when gain is in queſtion, they are too w/e to 
be. dictated to by a me * 


. 


N | Nenrtbell, TY i might roa 


avoided. by men in their enfes, but eſpecially 
of utility, entices many to evil, and becomes 
mankind. For being the emporium of inju- 
* d paruges d. rm mhcoZ at dern Bap de 
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in your tuation, not to tepine either in behalf 
of yourſelf, or your fraterrity in Ireland, ut 


the pittance of your appointment; nor 6 
weigh with uplifted ſcales your merits nl 
indefatigable labouts againſt it; for in 10 do- 
ing you are unjaſt to Heaven, ſeeing you- ds 
add over every neee Yau en bmg G 

mete it withal;; for I truſt as Vou are a prac 
of the goſpel, that you have at leaſt full con- 
ee unge, 1 1 
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| : i a r 8 * 


brevis farther chan I M. 
renithd: in my anſwer, A yet T eannot con- 


eldde without endenboering ee Tet Tou fight 
n oy two where T conceive You'to 


your — bedbsfien Wield de wüelged 


i their religibn in proteſtattt countries, ani 
for this reaſdn; | Tat pioxeſtants ray enjoy | 


 _— e man | catholic coutt- 
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ſame footing, and that the reciprocal objeationis 
are equally alike valid. If this be your mean- | 
ing and opinion I muſt certainly beg leave to 
differ from You. I am neither moroſe on the 
one hand, nor a bigot on the other'; and will 


ſo long as I enjoy my ſenſes enliſt under the 
banners of civil and religious liberty; had 
not theſe been my ſentiments, I ſhould have 
troubled neither You nor myſelf with this 
anſwer; but prieſtly tyranny i is lay oppreſſion; 
and the more is graſped by the church, the 
leſs remains for the laity, whether, it reſpects 

conſcience, property, or any thing elſe ; it is 


from the laity that all their wealth and power 
is taken, for both cannot have the ſame thing 
| at one and the ſame time. But waving this 


ſubject for the preſent, and returning to the 
indulgence we were ſpeaking of, You muſt 
ſee with a caſt of your eye, that roman ca- 


tholics and proteſtants cannot be conſidered | 


on the ſame footing in this matter: and that 
the proteſtant has a claim to indulgence, 


which the roman catholic cannot plead. 


7 


* 26 {STII 4 
The roman catholic prieſt, and I ſuppoſe the Fe ; 
fame tenet is inſtilled by them into the laity, 
' | k * 


every moment that he is in a proteſtant country 
is in a ſtate of tacit warfare atleaſt with the 
il} Supreme Magiſtracy. It is true it may not 
always break forth in overt acts, becauſe there 
may be no fair and promiſing opportunity of | 
ſucceſs ; but the train is always ready laid; 
grant but an opportunity offers, the ſpark 
will ſoon be found to ſet it on fire and give 
the exploſion ; and a foreign ſupremacy in 
eccleſiaſtical matters is eſtabliſhed. ''This' fo- 
reign ſupremacy eſtabliſhed, give it but ſcope 
to act, it will in the buſtle ſoon ſwallow up bet 
: civil ſupremacy, or bring it under its domi- 5 9 
nion, by a magic peculiar to the church; as 
I have before obſerved, of attracting every 
£ thing within its own * vortex, and thence 
ceonveying it into its profound abyfs ; from 


8 \ 
Nothing leſs than an all-graſping rapaciouſneſs, taking 
adyantage of the barbarous ignorance of a deluded laity could 
ae the prieſthood to ſeize on the pecuniary emolu· n 
ments * on ee _ enen and + bun- | ; "MF 


$ 


_ eren 
whence nothing returns, or can be reco- 


\ 


vered but with the utmoſt relyQance and 


difficulty. Now, Sir, a proteſtant in a ro- 


man catholic country has nothing of this NaF, 


ture to intereſt or influence him; he has not 


ſo much as a wiſh ariſing from religion, or 
any other motive to deprive the Supreme 
Magiſtracy of any country of any part of ifs 
power, title, or authority; and can take an 
oath of abj uration with the ſame complacency 
as one of reverence and ſubmiſſien 4, and thug 
no roman catholic Prince howeyer tenacious 
of his rights, and though as ſolicitous to pre- 
ſerve them from violence as 4 maiden her 
chaſtity, has nothing to apprehend or alarm 
him on the part of proteſtants, who if pro- 
tected, and permitted to enjoy their religion 
in peace and quiet, will give him no diſquiet 
in the full enjoyment of all his authority. On 


dred other articles in which religion is no more concerned 
than in a man's paring his nails; and nothing but che folly 
of a people bigotted to cuſtom would permit them. ta dont iaua 
it, and not conſine them to their only province, * 
the duties of an * ſo ſhamefully 3 | 


„ * 
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DR. Jo BUTLER , 


this ſtate of the matter there appears to me- 
to be a very wide difference between the | 
two, and every impartial mind muſt ſee the : 
balance of indulgence is wholly in favor of 
the proteſtant. 
ou have another complaint, and I am . 
7 pleaſed to recollect it, becauſe it will give me 
an opportunity of ſaying what I ſhouid other- f 
wiſe have forgot. Your complaint alluded 
to, is the ſeverity of certain laws againſt. ro- 
man catholics. I cannot, I will not arraign 
the judgment and wiſdom of our anceſtors in 
this matter; to form a judgment whether or 
not when enacted they were ſevere, Vou muſt 
take a good view of the times which produced. 
them, and of the treatment which. cauſed - 
them: : and when You have candidly done 
this, 1 think you muſt allow they were dic- 
tated by prudence and wiſdom, for the pur- 
poſe of ſelf-defence and ſecurity. At preſent, 
the ſame apprehenſions may not exiſt from a 


ans of cauſes ; fiery . may be 
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„ A LETTER TO 
ſmothered, if not totally quenched amon g 
| You; and mankind are now, though they 
were not then, wiſer than to commit every 


crime and enormity, as they thou ght with 


impunity, provided it was done under the 


ſanction of the nod of the prieſt. For 


theſe reaſons, and not from any attach- 


ment to your tenets, I could wiſh You, and 
every one of you to enjoy free liberty of con- 


ſcience, and the exerciſe of your religion, not 
in parade, but in peace and quiet deſiſting 
however from the trade of making proſelytes, 
which I hope You will never be permitted to 
practice. It is all that can be required of any 
reaſonable and conſcientious man who pro- 


feſſes a religion ſo totally ſubverfive of that of 


the country in which he lives and is at the 


ſame time reſtrictive of. the ſupreme authority | 


of the civil Magiſtrate, that he may enjoy 


his religious opinions and worſhip without 
moleſtation. Whoever ſeeks more than this, 


has ſome bad deſign, and ought to 0 
reſtrained.” | 
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DR. J. BUTLER. 45 
Fou have now, Sir; my anſwer to your 
{ | lat publication, in which it will be readily 
acknowleged, that it was not ſo much con- 
ſulted how palatable it might be to You, as 
e 0 conſonant it is to ſound reaſon, and to 

promote the cauſe of pure religion for the 
| benefit of mankind. Having no inclination 


1 to add to what has been advanced, ſhall con- 
clude with wiſhing You may partake of every 


* 
* 


lenity of Government which your conduct 
may merit; perſuaded, the laws will never 
| offend You, unleſs You firſt offend the laws 
by a violation too groſs to be overlooked 
from which, an infuſion of a due proportion 
of moderation to temper your zeal will ever 
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; ſecure You;— | gs 
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Obs: I beg leave to ſubſcribe wyſelf, 
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